REGILDING THE CRESCENT
said is that the ruling i;ace, the Turk pure and
simple, is numerically insignificant when com-
pared with the aggregate of the rest. Various
estimates of their relative strength have been
published. One of these, which has some
appearance of documentary evidence, computes
the Turks in Europe at not more than three per
cent, of the total population, which indicates a
total of less than three-quarters of a million.
In Asiatic Turkey, on the other hand, more
particularly in the vilayets of Broussa, Konia
and Angora, the Turk is in the ascendant. If,
indeed, we include all that call themselves
Turks, ignoring the strain of Greek, Albanian,
Slav, or Kurd, we shall have to admit a .total of
not less than six millions. In many of these,
however, the true Turkish strain is very thin.*
Curiously enough, the negroes of the Sudan,
who hate the memory of Dervish rule, with its
accompanying slave-hunting, use the word
"Turk" to this day of the Egyptians, or,
indeed, of any pale-face, a prejudice which it is
extremely difficult to overcome, f It must at
once strike the visitor that a large number of
* It should be remembered that the mother's blood does
not count.
t See Fighting the Slave-hunters in Central Africa, by A. J.
Swann.
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